The Milnor City Council convened as a Board of Equalization at 5:00 p.m., Monday, April 13,
2026. Council members present: Curtis Anderson, Denise Ferderer, Glen Koeppe, Michelle
Odegard, Jodi Ost, and Jasmine Smith. Also present: Carol Peterson, LaJuana Hayen, Samantha
Schilling, Mike Bassingthwaite, Travis Paeper, Steve Meyer, Severin Newman, Beau Goolsbey,
Isaac Biss, Ryan Smith, Terry Dusek and Jennie Hanna.

Meeting called to order by Mayor Terry Dusek.

Motion to accept the Veterans and Homestead Tax Credits as presented (Ost/Odegard,
unanimous).

The City received The Assessment Workbook for 2026 to review prior to the Equalization
meeting. LaJuana Hayen, Sargent County Tax and Assessment Director, was present to review
with the Council and those in attendance the proposed 2026 Tax Assessments for the City of
Milnor. Hayen stated the county didn’t have 30 good sales to use for the year, so they did use
some of last year’s sales. Overall, the city’s property values were lowered 5%. There were two
property owners in attendance who disputed their property values, with one owner asking for an
appeal on his valuation.

Member Ost questioned some property’s valuation differences and the method of how these were
reached. Ost questioned whether these properties, who are using the RZ tax credit, are
contributing to higher property taxes for other properties within the city. Mayor Dusek stated
residents do have tools at their disposal to help reduce property taxes, like the Homestead Credit
or the Primary Residence Credit.

Motion to accept the Sargent County Tax Director’s Tax Assessments for the year 2026 for
Milnor City as presented (Ferderer/Koeppe, with a roll call vote taken with all members voting
aye. No nays.) Motion carried.

Motion to accept the increases and decreases in the city’s tax assessments as presented
(Anderson/Ferderer, with a roll call vote taken with Koeppe, Ferderer, Odegard, Anderson and

Smith voting aye, Ost voting nay). Motion carried.

Motion to adjourn (Ferderer/Odegard, unanimous).

Jennie Hanna, Auditor Terry Dusek, Mayor



